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INTRODUCTION

without however, foreseeing anything of its future
character.
Events move swiftly in days in which there is everything
to be done. Father Varin was in touch with many good
women, all of them older than Sophie, and many able to
bring to the task before them the experience of social work.
A little Association was formed in 1800, and was sent to
take charge of a girls' school in Amiens under the direction
of a certain Mademoiselle Loquet, a forceful character.1
After a preliminary trial, during which the Association
found its feet and lost its undesirable members, the
election to the Superiority resulted in a majority of one
vote for Madeleine Sophie Barat The Society of the
Sacred Heart was founded and entered upon a career of
astonishingly rapid development.
The biography of St. Madeleine Sophie has been written
again and again, and so have those of her first companions,
and of many of her daughters. The present volume at-
tempts as far as possible to give an account of the educa-
tional ideas and achievements of the Society which she
established. As is the case in similar congregations, the
Society of the Sacred Heart has a double outlook on the
great world of tradition, and the world of ever-changing
life. Potent forces of the past have moulded the mind
and manners of its members. The Catholic Church, the
ideals of the Renaissance, the strong cultural principles and
enlightened methods of such educators as Madame de
Maintenon, the Ursulines of the Rue St. Jacques, the great
Benedictine Abbeys, not to mention the Jesuits, richly
endowed its cradle, around which played such great con-
temporary events; while upheavals and storms from time
to time threatened its existence.
1 See Part H, Chap. L